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Mr. Gerald L. Zahorchak
Secretary of Education
Pennsylvania Department of Education

333 Market Street
Harris]aurg‘, PA 17126-0333

Dear Secretary Zahorchak
Iam pleased to inform you that the Minersville Area Board of Education on Fe]nruary 25, 2008

at a reg’ular meeting formauy and unanimously voted to spread on its minutes an expression of
complete support for the action of the Pennsylvania State Board of Education in giving preliminary
approval to the i-egulations that will establish state g’raduation requirements ]:)eg'in:ning‘ with the

Class of 2014.

This action followed pi'eliminary “Committee of the Whole” work sessions at which time the Board
reviewed the detailed fact sheets prepare(l loy the Department of Education at your direction. As
Superintendent, with a thirty-four year tenure in this position, | passionately believe in the need
to require all students to satlsf'y rigorous gra(luatlon standards prior to the issuance of a (11ploma

The state plan to require a Graduation Competency Assessment program is essential to ensuring
that our students are equlppetl with the core skills to function in the competitive world markets of

the 21* Century.

By direction of the Board of E(lucahon, copies of this letter will be sent to the Cllalrperson of the
Pennsylvama State Board of Education along‘ with the respective Chalrpersons of t]ne Education
Committees in the Pennsylvama General Asseml)ly

Sincerely yours

%

M. Joseph Bra(ly, Superlnten(le
MINERSVILLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
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